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Mr Speaker 
We now come to the general debate on Holocaust Memorial Day 2021.  
… 
 
Stephen Crabb (Preseli Pembrokeshire) (Cons) 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day is when we remember the millions of people murdered under Nazi 
persecuAon, and in the genocides that followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and Darfur. 
The theme this year is “Be the light in the darkness”, and at the close of the ceremony last 
night we lit candles. Those candles symbolised the lives of those who were murdered in the 
death camps and subsequent genocides, as well as the lives of the survivors who sAll live 
and walk among us, and those who have passed away…. 
 
I think too of the vicAms and the survivors of the Rwandan genocide, which happened right 
under the noses of the internaAonal community in 1994. I, along with numerous colleagues 
in my party, used to spend part of my summer recess in Rwanda with Project Umubano, 
which was founded by my right hon. Friend the Member for SuTon Coldfield (Mr Mitchell). 
On each of those visits, we would visit the genocide memorial in Kigali, where we would lay 
a wreath. We had the opportunity to hear the tesAmonies of survivors—people such as the 
wonderful Freddy Mutanguha (sic), who was one of the 95,000 children and teenagers in 
Rwanda orphaned during those terrible three months between April and July ’94. In 
Rwanda, the dark places of genocide were the beauAful green hillsides, the churches, the 
sports grounds. 
 
One of the lessons of those visits is that genocides do not happen by accident. They follow a 
paTern. They require planning. It requires powerful people to deliberate and take calculated 
decisions to persecute and, ulAmately, visit death upon enAre communiAes. Weapons and 
implements of torture and murder need to be bought, acquired, constructed. Genocides 
require ideologies to flourish that focus on differences between people and groups—
ideologies that glorify strength and superiority, that systemaAcally dehumanise minoriAes. 
Those ideologies infect school rooms, universiAes, bars and individual homes. They are 
ideologies that create those dark places where the unthinkable somehow becomes 
jusAfiable and even normal. 
 
It requires methods of mass communicaAon and propaganda—radio, television and, in our 
own age, the unregulated channels of social media—to turn communiAes against each 
other. Most of all, genocides require people to turn a blind eye—neighbours, work 
colleagues, friends, even family members. Genocides require people to turn away. They 
require good people to do nothing. 
 



I believe that darkness threatens every new generaAon. Old hatreds resurface Ame and 
again. Maybe they never fully go away and are just waiAng for vehicles to emerge to 
legiAmise and breathe new life into them at opportune moments. Being light in darkness 
means staying vigilant against that, it means having the clarity to idenAfy it, and it means 
having the courage to confront it and push back wherever possible—in our naAonal 
insAtuAons, in our own poliAcal parAes, on social media, in our own consAtuencies. None of 
those is an easy thing to do, but on Holocaust Memorial Day we take renewed strength from 
being able to stand together, reflect on the events of the past and pledge to honour the 
memory of those whose lives were taken, by doing more—by doing what we can—to stand 
up against prejudice, anAsemiAsm and hatred in all its forms. 
 
Mr Andrew Mitchell (SuEon Coldfield) (Con) 
Three years ago, I stood with the wonderful Susan Pollack, the Auschwitz survivor, at the 
Kigali memorial site in Rwanda, the largest burial ground in the world. We were mourning 
the million who were slaughtered in a 90-day frenzy of killing and brutality in Rwanda. Most 
of those who took part have been brought to jusAce, through either the Arusha internaAonal 
tribunal or the Gacaca courts, which have processed hundreds of thousands who have 
returned to Rwanda from the hills of the Kivus because they see that the process is decent 
and fair. 
 
The death penalty in Rwanda has been abolished and most countries—including the United 
States, Canada, Belgium, Sweden and others—have extradited people back to Rwanda. As 
John Adams said, “Facts are stubborn things”. Living free in Britain today are five alleged 
Rwandan genocide perpetrators: three were senior Government officials in the 1994 
genocidal regime and one of those was allegedly heavily involved in the notorious massacre 
of 45,000 Tutsis at Murambi—the worst massacre since the second world war. 
 
On 14 September 2006, the BriAsh and Rwandan Governments agreed a memorandum of 
understanding; I first raised this maTer in the House on 5 December 2006. ExtradiAon 
warrants were signed the same month. In 2015, a BriAsh district judge ruled that even 
though there was a prima facie case of genocide made out against the five individuals, it 
could breach their human rights to send them back to Rwanda, and that ruling was upheld 
on appeal. The Rwandan judicial authoriAes have given up on BriAsh jusAce and extradiAon 
and requested that Britain undertake prosecuAon here. The authoriAes indicated that the 
collecAon of evidence already laid out in the court papers and filed in the UK via the war 
crimes unit would take up to 10 years to process. 
 
These are the facts. Living in this country today, free and at large for more than 14 years 
now, are five people accused of the most heinous of crimes: genocide parAcipaAon—crimes 
against humanity. Four out of five are living at the taxpayer’s expense and more than £3 
million of taxpayers’ money has been spent on meeAng their legal fees. Is it any wonder that 
in Africa, and in the UK, too, people accuse the BriAsh establishment of hypocrisy? To them, 
it looks suspiciously as if crimes against white Europeans are taken more seriously than 
those perpetrated against black Africans. 
 



I call upon all those who care about the holocaust, genocide and jusAce to take up this 
cause. The souls of the slaughtered Tutsis cry out for jusAce, but Britain has turned a deaf 
ear. We should all be ashamed…. 
 
The Secretary of State for Housing, CommuniIes and Local Government (Robert Jenrick) 
 
… We have heard today from many Members, including my right hon. Friend the Member 
for SuTon Coldfield (Mr Mitchell), about the connecAons that we draw between the 
memories of atrociAes of the past and those of the present. He can be assured that I have 
already drawn his powerful call for acAon to the aTenAon of my right hon. Friend the Home 
Secretary and the Metropolitan police war crimes unit. 
 
We remember, as others have said, the subsequent genocides—the millions of vicAms of the 
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia; the million-plus vicAms of the Rwandan genocide; the 8,000 
Muslim men and boys who were murdered in Srebrenica. We heard powerful first-hand 
tesAmony from my hon. Friend the Member for Beckenham (Bob Stewart) of those deeply 
disturbing events within our own lifeAme and within the conAnent of Europe. 
 
 
 


