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Monday 17 July marked the Day of International Criminal Justice. This is an opportunity to
restate the UK’s strong commitment to the principles of international justice and to reflect
on our political and financial support to international justice, including through our support
for the International Criminal Court (ICC) and international tribunals.

International criminal justice promotes the rule of law and is underpinned by the principle
that there should be no impunity for the most serious crimes of international concern such
as war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. Over the past year, we have continued
to voice our support for these values and taken action to put them into practice.

In 2016, we demonstrated the UK’s commitment to international justice by contributing £8.1
million to the ICC: £1.1 million to the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY); £400,000 to the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR); and
£770,000 to the International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals (MICT). The UK also
contributed £1 million in voluntary funding to the Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL), and
smaller amounts to the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC) and the
Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone (RSCSL). The UK is delivering practical support for the
RSCSL with former Liberian president Charles Taylor serving his sentence for war crimes in a
British prison. In December, the UK co-sponsored a UN resolution to establish the
International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism (IlIM) to investigate crimes in Syria and
has contributed £200,000 towards its start-up costs. In September 2016, at the UN General
Assembly, the Foreign Secretary, alongside the Foreign Ministers of Iraq and Belgium,
launched a campaign to bring Daesh to justice. This is a critical and global effort to ensure
Daesh is held accountable for its crimes.

Our support is designed to enable the fight against impunity and prosecute those
responsible for perpetrating genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. The UK
believes that achieving justice for victims should be at the heart of the international
community’s response to mass atrocity violence. To this end, the UK contributed £150,000
to the ICC’s trust fund for victims, which provides physical and psychological rehabilitation,
material support and reparations to victims and their families.

At the ICC, by the end of 2016, there were 10 situations under investigation: Uganda,
Democratic Republic of Congo, Darfur, Central African Republic |, Kenya, Cote d’Ivoire, Libya,
Central African Republic Il, Mali and Georgia. In addition, there were 10 preliminary
examinations: Afghanistan, Colombia, Nigeria, Guinea, Iraq, Burundi, Ukraine, Gabon, the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, and registered vessels of Comoros, Greece and Cambodia.
In 2016, the Court saw its first convictions on the basis of “command responsibility” for the
crime of rape, intentionally attacking historic and religious monuments, and for witness and



evidence tampering. The Court also made its first substantive award of individual and
collective reparations to compensate victims of the DRC war criminal, Germain Katanga.

At the ICTY, the UN’s first war crimes tribunal prepares to close its doors at the end of the
year. Before closing, the tribunal is expected to deliver key verdicts in the trial of Ratko
Mladic, former army commander of the Republika Sprska and in the appeal by six senior
Croat military and police officers against their convictions. Like Radovan Karadzic who was
sentenced to 40 years’ imprisonment in March 2016, Mladic faces charges of genocide, war
crimes and crimes against humanity.

When the work of the ICTR ended in 2015, the Mechanism for International Criminal
Tribunals (MICT) took on its remaining functions, ensuring a smooth transition. The MICT
will also take on the residual work of the ICTY, including its legacy, at its closure by the end of
2017.

This is the fifth annual update to Parliament on the FCO’s work to support international
justice.
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