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DR SOSTHENE MUNYEMANA

T h e B u t c h e r o f Tumba: A t L iber ty in F rance

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Dr Sosthene Munyemana was a gynaecologist at

the Univers i ty Hospital o f Butare (HUNR),
Rwanda?s principal teaching hospital. He lived
in Tumba, a residential district popular wi th

university staff and other professionals. During
the genocide, D r Munyemana became one o f the
leading ki l lers in Tumba, commune Ngoma in

the préfecture o f Butare. He kil led people with
his own hands and encouraged others to commit
murder on a grand scale. He fled in late June

1994, shortly before the fall o f Butare to the

Rwandese Patriotic Front ( RPF). He obtained a

fel lowship f rom the French Ministry o f
Development Co-operation. In October 1994, he

was hired by the University o f Bordeaux II
where he had been trained and where his wife
works. One o f his responsfbilities was to co-

ordinate the activities o f a working group on

AIDS in Rwanda. He settled in Talence.

Gradually, information reached the

university about Munyemana?s extensive
participation in the genocide.

continued on page three
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W h a t i s W i t n e s s to G e n o c i d e ?

{N]Jo pun ishment can f i t the crime, but to b r ing

?them to jus t i ce is symbol ica l ly necessary. M y

mot to is, whoever was involved in operat ing

the Holocaust has no r i gh t to die in peace.

That is the p a r t o f the punishment that means

something, a n d m y j o b is to issue a warn ing to

the murderers o f today a n d tomor row - they

must know that they w i l l never be a l lowed to

l i ve in peace i f they commi t cr imes on the scale

o f the Nazis... I f would-be Nazis o f the fu tu re

saw that the Nazis o f today were not a l l o w e d to

d ie in peace, even i f i t took 50 years to hunt

them down, they might th ink twice about

becoming Nazis; a n d perhaps by example when

the need arises f o r someone l ike me again in

the future, there won ' t be j u s t one o f me, but

severa l - maybe 20, maybe 50, maybe j u s t f i v e -

but at any rate peop le who won' t accept that

y o u can p u t a t ime l im i t on justice. A n d I go on

even though some o f the sentences handed

down are a slap in the face to me.

Simon Wiesenthat!

S imon Wiesenthal began to track down
Nazi war cr iminals immediately after he

w a s liberated f rom Mauthausen
concentrat ion camp in 1945. F i f ty years
later, he and many other people continue
to be devoted to the same task. Their wo rk

has not on ly brought a number o f mass
murderers t o just ice and deprived
thousands o f others o f the "r ight to die in

peace." I t has kept the memory o f the
Holocaust alive, and it h a s helped others

who escaped in 1945, as well as future

generations throughout the world, to learn
the truth and to cherish the memory o f

those who perished.
This is the second edit ion o f a new

publ icat ion o f Af r ican Rights devoted
exclus ively t o the genocide in Rwanda.
We hope that Witness to Genocide wi l l , by

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
1 Quoted in Anton Gill, The Journey Back
From Hell: Conversations with Concentration
Camp Survivors, Harper Collins, London,
1994, p.225.

exposing Rwanda's mass murderers, make
a modest contribution to Afr ican efforts to

ensure that there is "no time l imi t on

just ice." In addit ion to documenting the

genocide o f 1994, as we l l as the human,
social and pol i t ical consequences o f the

genocide, Witness to Genocide w i l l also

monitor the efforts to bring the gui l ty to

justice wi th in Rwanda and abroad. Final ly.

we hope that this new publicat ion w i l l be a

platform fo r the survivors o f the genocide

and wi l l serve as an additional bridge
between the survivors and all those

concerned about the genocide.

Rakiya Omaar
London, February 1996.
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. .cont inued f rom page one.

Confronted wi th the accusations, Dr

Munyemana denied the charges. But his

plea o f innocence was found wanting. In a

letter dated 13 July 1995, Claude Raynaut,
director o f research at the National Centre

o f Scientif ic Research (CNRS) and head o f

the laboratory where Munyemana worked,
asked him to suspend his services until the
accusations had been settled in a court o f

law. Credit must be given to the University
o f Bordeaux I ] which has behaved in an

exemplary fashion, unlike many other
institutions in Europe employing or
sheltering Rwandese citizens accused o f

active compl ic i ty in the genocide.
In October 1995, four French and

Rwandese citizens l iv ing in France

brought a lawsuit against Dr Munyemana
in Bordeaux, charging him with

?complicity in genocide, torture and other
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment"
and called for his detention. In November,
the Co l lec t i f Girondin for Rwanda, a group

set up in Bordeaux during the genocide by
French and Rwandese citizens, held a

press conference to denounce Munyemana

and urged the authorities in Bordeaux to
arrest Munyemana. A representative o f the
Col lect i f had visited Rwanda in the

summer and gathered testimonies against

Munyemana. As o f late January,
Munyemana had not been arrested and had

not yet been convoked by the authorities.
On or about 29 January, Munyemana in

turn filed a lawsuit against the four

individuals who had decided to take him to

court.
Documenting the crimes committed by

D r Munyemana is important for a number
o f reasons. Firstly, hundreds o f innocent

people lost their lives; for this, Dr
Munyemana must be prosecuted.
Secondly, Munyemana?s case highlights
the extraordinary degree to which leading

members o f the medical profession were at

the forefront o f the genocide.?

_
2 For details about the participation o f medical

staf f in the genocide, see Death, Despair and

Defiance, Afr ican Rights, expanded version,

August 1995, pp. 93 1-992.

Historians have documented the key
role played by Germany?s medical
profession in the Holocaust. One o f the
best-known writers on the fate of

European Jewry, Raul Hilberg, wrote:

German physicians were highly

Nazified, compared to other professions,

in terms o f party membership, and the

prevalent thought that there was a doctor

surplus facilitated the ejection o f Jewish

practitioners... "Medicalized? destruction
was in essence a destruction of medicine.

Only a handful o f physicians chased the
doors to their offwes so Le. an SS

uniform and becom eho gar
excellence. A v s t i c n Do. a e ,

however, becuse 05 00) . N

activi t ies
s t e r i l i z a t i o n :

e x p e r i m e n

shoot ing : n o

on the p a r t s :

were n n

Germans U oo. r n t e
offices dda U a .

were I N V ve t a n

developmeris (th uty P e e s
destruction. '

In Rwanda, the per cemiase v i doctors
who became "Killers par caccilence?? was

very high. A huge number o f the most
qualified and experienced doctors in the
country, men as well as women ?
including surgeons, physicians,

paediatricians, gynaecologists,
anaesthetists, public health specialists and
hospital administrators ? participated in
the murder o f their own Tutsi colleagues,

patients, the wounded and terrified
refugees who had sought shelter in their
hospitals, as well as their neighbours and

strangers. In a sector as small as Tumba,
three doctors ? Dr Sosthéne Munyemana,
Dr Jeanne Nduwamariya,* a doctor at
Groupe Scolaire Hospital and her husband,
Dr Jean Chrisostome Ndindabahizi, the

ee
3 Raul Hilberg, Perpetrators, Victims,

Bystanders: The Jewish Catastrophe, 1939-
1945, Secker and Warburg, London, 1993, pp.

66-71.
4 See Not So Innocent: When Women Become

Killers, African Rights, 1995, pp. 229-236.
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health dirctor for Butare, played a central
role in the killings.

The example set by a large number o f

the country?s best-known doctors was

eagerly copied by nurses and medical

assistants throughout the country. T w o o f
the most active assassins in Tumba were
Siméon Remera, a medical assistant and
his wife, Gema, a n u r s e5

I t was not soldiers and interahamwe
mi l i t iamen alone who turned Rwanda?s

hospitals, materni ty cl inics and health

centres into slaughterhouses. The

responsibi l i ty lies squarely wi th the
medical profession. Many o f these medical

personnel shot and macheted countless

people w i t h their own hands. Others,
armed w i t h lethal weapons, accompanied
other professionals, soldiers, interahamwe

and peasants when they attacked places o f
refuge, inc luding their own hospitals. Or
they prepared lists o f people to be kil led

and ensured there was no fet up in the
murders by overseeing the distribution o f

weapons and ammuni t ion and supervising
roadblocks. They helped their partners in
crime drag the sick, the wounded and the
refugees out o f hospital beds and rooms to

be hacked to death. They provided lists o f

people h id ing in their hospitals to the

gendarmes, soldiers and milit ia. Many o f
them refused to treat wounded Tutsis, or
withheld food and water from thousands o f
hungry men, women and children who had

sought shelter in hospitals. Others went on

tours to encourage people in hiding to
return to their homes, the prelude to
further rounds o f kil l ings. Some o f them
spoke on national and f o r e i g n radios to
deny the genocide and to seek

international recognition and support for a

regime whose raison d?étre was genocide.
In a number o f cases, these doctors, nurses
and medical assistants were married
couples. A number o f them went on their
k i l l i ng sprees in the company o f their
children.

Many o f these criminals are l iving
abroad ? in Cöte d?Ivoire, Kenya, France,
Zaire, Burundi, Zambia, Tanzania,

5 Ibid, pp.236-238.

Belgium, Benin, Central African Republic
and Cameroon, amongst other countries. A

substantial number o f them are employed
b y international humanitarian

organisations working inrefugeecamps in
Tanzania, Zaire and Burundi. Predictably.
the more educated and privileged have
used their foreign contacts to seek a more
comfortable exile, providing them with an

opportunity to escape justice, deny th.
genocide and to misinform the world ab«:.-

current developments in Rwanda.
number o f them are still working in
medical field, both in Rwanda and a b r

A SUMMARY OF T H E ACCUSATI :

AGAINST D R SOSTHENE MUNYEM.4 -

According to the evidence gathered

Afr ican Rights, D r Sosthéne Munyem
has committed the fo l low ing crimes:

¢ Ki l l ing a number o f people wi th |.

own hands in Tumba;

¢ Compi l ing lists o f Tutsis in Tumba to
be e l i m i n a t e d ;

® Pointing out the homes o f Tutsi
families in his region to the ki l lers:

° Giv ing incendiary speeches wi th the

aim o f inciting the Population in Tumba
into k i l l ing Tutsis;

e Dis t r ibu t ing ammuni t ion in order to
faci l i tatemurder :

. Searching places o f shelter in Tumba
and neighbouring areas in pursuit o f Tutsi
refugees to EXpose to the ki l lers:

° Leading interahamwe and soldiers
Who ravaged the areas o f Tumba and
Cyarwa; ?

. Imprisoning Tutsis in the Tumba

sector office and allowing them to be

taken out at night to bemurdered;


