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INTRODUCTION

Dr Sosthéne Munyemana was a gynaecologist at
the University Hospital of Butare (HUNR),
Rwanda’s principal teaching hospital. He lived
in Tumba, a residential district popular with
university staff and other professionals. During
the genocide, Dr Munyemana became one of the
leading killers in Tumba, commune Ngoma in
the préfecture of Butare. He killed people with
his own hands and encouraged others to commit
murder on a grand scale. He fled in late June
1994, shortly before the fall of Butare to the
Rwandese Patriotic Front ( RPF). He obtained a
fellowship from the French Ministry of
Development Co-operation. In October 1994, he
was hired by the University of Bordeaux II
where he had been trained and where his wife
works. One of his responsfbilities was to co-
ordinate the activities of a working group on
AIDS in Rwanda. He settled in Talence.
Gradually,  information  reached the
university about Munyemana’s extensive
participation in the genocide.
continued on page three
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What is Witness to Genocide?

[N]o punishment can fit the crime, but to bring
“Them to justice is symbolically necessary. My
motto is, whoever was involved in operating
the Holocaust has no right to die in peace.
That is the part of the punishment that means
something, and my job is to issue a warning to
the murderers of today and tomorrow - they
must know that they will never be allowed to
live in peace if they commit crimes on the scale
of the Nazis... If would-be Nazis of the future
saw that the Nazis of today were not allowed to
die in peace, even if it took 50 years to hunt
them down, they might think twice about
becoming Nazis; and perhaps by example when
the need arises for someone like me again in
the future, there won't be just one of me, but
several - maybe 20, maybe 50, maybe just five -
but at any rate people who won't accept that
you can put a time limit on justice. And I go on
even though some of the sentences handed
down are a slap in the face to me.

Simon Wiesenthai!

Simon Wiesenthal began to track down
Nazi war criminals immediately after he
was liberated  from  Mauthausen
concentration camp in 1945. Fifty years
later, he and many other people continue
to be devoted to the same task. Their work
has not only brought a number of mass
murderers to justice and deprived
thousands of others of the "right to die in
peace." It has kept the memory of the
Holocaust alive, and it has helped others
who escaped in 1945, as well as future
generations throughout the world, to learn
the truth and to cherish the memory of
those who perished.

This is the second edition of a new
publication of African Rights devoted
exclusively to the genocide in Rwanda.
We hope that Witness to Genocide will, by

I Quoted in Anton Gill, The Journey Back
From Hell: Conversations with Concentration
Camp Survivors, Harper Collins, London,
1994, p.225.

exposing Rwanda's mass murderers, make
a modest contribution to African efforts to
ensure that there is "no time limit on
justice." In addition to documenting the
genocide of 1994, as well as the human,
social and political consequences of the
genocide, Witness to Genocide will also
monitor the efforts to bring the guilty to
justice within Rwanda and abroad. Finally.
we hope that this new publication will be a
platform for the survivors of the genocide
and will serve as an additional bridge
between the survivors and all those
concerned about the genocide.

Rakiya Omaar
London, February 1996.
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Confronted with the accusations, Dr
Munyemana denied the charges. But his
plea of innocence was found wanting. In a
letter dated 13 July 1995, Claude Raynaut,
director of research at the National Centre
of Scientific Research (CNRS) and head of
the laboratory where Munyemana worked,
asked him to suspend his services until the
accusations had been settled in a court of
law. Credit must be given to the University
of Bordeaux II which has behaved in an
exemplary fashion, unlike many other
institutions in Europe employing or
sheltering Rwandese citizens accused of
active complicity in the genocide.

In October 1995, four French and
Rwandese citizens living in France
brought a lawsuit against Dr Munyemana
in Bordeaux, charging him  with
"complicity in genocide, torture and other
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment"
and called for his detention. In November,
the Collectif Girondin for Rwanda, a group
set up in Bordeaux during the genocide by
French and Rwandese citizens, held a
press conference to denounce Munyemana
and urged the authorities in Bordeaux to
arrest Munyemana. A representative of the
Collectif had visited Rwanda in the
summer and gathered testimonies against
Munyemana. As of late January,
Munyemana had not been arrested and had
not yet been convoked by the authorities.
On or about 29 January, Munyemana in
turn filed a lawsuit against the four
individuals who had decided to take him to
court.

Documenting the crimes committed by
Dr Munyemana is important for a number
of reasons. Firstly, hundreds of innocent
people lost their lives; for this, Dr
Munyemana  must  be prosecuted.
Secondly, Munyemana’s case highlights
the extraordinary degree to which leading
members of the medical profession were at
the forefront of the genocide.?

2 For details about the participation of medical
staff in the genocide, see Death, Despair and
Defiance, African Rights, expanded version,
August 1995, pp. 93 1-992.

Historians have documented the key
role played by Germany’s medical
profession in the Holocaust. One of the
best-known writers on the fate of
European Jewry, Raul Hilberg, wrote:

German  physicians  were  highly
Nazified, compared to other professions,
in terms of party membership, and the
prevalent thought that there was a doctor
surplus facilitated the ejection of Jewish
practitioners... "Medicalized" destruction
was in essence a destri I I
Only a handful of physici
doors to their ofii
uniform and  becom
excellence.
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In Rwanda, the per centage of doctors
who became "killers par excellence” was
very high. A huge number of the most
qualified and experienced doctors in the
country, men as well as women —
including surgeons, physicians,
paediatricians, gynaecologists,
anaesthetists, public health specialists and
hospital administrators — participated in
the murder of their own Tutsi colleagues,
patients, the wounded and terrified
refugees who had sought shelter in their
hospitals, as well as their neighbours and
strangers. In a sector as small as Tumba,
three doctors — Dr Sosthéne Munyemana,
Dr Jeanne Nduwamariya,® a doctor at
Groupe Scolaire Hospital and her husband,
Dr Jean Chrisostome Ndindabahizi, the

3 Raul Hilberg, Perpetrators, Victims,
Bystanders: The Jewish C. atastrophe, 1939-
1945, Secker and Warburg, London, 1993, pp.
66-71.

4 See Not So Innocent: When Women Become
Killers, African Rights, 1995, pp. 229-236.






